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A response from the Excalibur board
was published on March 5 on Excalibur’s newly created website. It named
four board members as men’s soccer head coach Gary Ross, Associate
Professor of Biblical Studies Richard Smith, Professor of Philosophy
and Religion Jim Spiegel and Executive Director of Marketing Benjamin
Wehling. Their pseudonyms are Legbiter, Skofnug, Durendal and Joyeuse,
respectively.
Campus was informed of the website and statement by small paper slips
placed around the LaRita Boren Campus Center with the text “A message
from Durendal: www.the-res-publica.org.” This link opened to Excalibur’s website.
The statement was titled, “With
Love to Our Critics,” written by Spiegel and Ross. It defined the motivation
of the publication to be “the edification of the TU community, especially
our students, however ill-conceived
some might think our endeavors to be.”
It summarized an apology to students who felt threatened in Samuel
Morris Hall by racial targeting.
“While we included no racist content in the newsletter, we understand
how people may have read into our
communication intent that was not
there,” the statement read. “. . . To be
perfectly clear: we believe in racial justice! What we oppose is the prevailing leftist conception of social justice,
which, in our humble opinion, seems
to monopolize racial justice issues.”
The statement acknowledged the
uncertainty the board felt about originally protecting their identities, and

Excalibur answers
student questions

Elizabeth Carrier
& Kassidy Hall
Staff Writers

A portion of the Excalibur Board recently gathered for an over-90-minute public Q&A concerning their two
recent publications — one full brochure in print and one online article,
“With Love to Our Critics” — and the
speculations surrounding them.
The discussion took place on
Wednesday, March 7 at noon in the
Hodson Dining Commons atrium. Jim
Spiegel, professor of philosophy and
religion, encouraged students from
his classes to attend and spread news
of the event. Spiegel revealed himself online as Durendal, the author
of “The Importance of Imago Dei,”
from Excalibur’s first publication
on Monday.
The Excalibur website, containing their most recent article, “With
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beliefs. Trudeau noted that political
and theological conservatism are not
the same thing.
“They never forced their ideals on
anyone they simply stated their ideals,”
said sophomore Chase Christeson in a
comment on Excalibur’s website. “They
(didn’t) attack other ideals openly. But
since they have their opinion stated, of
course they go against other opinions.”
The website was taken down on
March 6. According to President P.
Lowell Haines, university administration asked Excalibur participants to
consider removing the website due to
the growing discord on campus, which
was not the original goal of the publication. Ultimately, the decision to take
down the website was made by Excalibur authors.
According to Vice President for Student Development Skip Trudeau, the
first edition of Excalibur did not have
approval for campus-wide distribution. Skip Trudeau said it was likely the
slips with Spiegel’s message also did not
get approval.
“Our LTC calls us to care for one
another, calls us to speak truth to
one another, calls us to work toward

Love to Our Critics,” and the names
of four board members, was taken offline on Tuesday after request from
administration to consider removing
the website.
“After next week, after this accreditation, I am going to be a lot more
open and explosive,” Spiegel said.
“College campuses should be a freeflow of ideas from both sides.”
Men’s soccer head coach Gary
Ross, who holds the pseudonym Legbiter and authored “The Shepherd's
Voice,” made a brief appearance at
the event. Ross expressed concerns
about a large, public conversation,
but remarked he is willing to meet
one-one-one and even buy someone
a meal to chat.
Nicholas Kerton-Johnson, associate professor of political science and
international relations, also took part
in the event. Though Kerton-Johnson
has not authored any articles with
Excalibur, he answered questions
from students and openly supported
the group.
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(L to R) Professors Richard Smith, Nicholas Kerton-Johnson and Jim Spiegel met
with students Wednesday to discuss Excalibur in the Hodson Dining Commons atrium.

“The next edition is going to have
new information,” Kerton-Johnson
said. “My challenge to students is to
not jump onto particular arguments
that you might like the sound of. Unless you have a full spectrum, you
must be weary of what it is you jump
on. Have you looked at the entire
gamut of the theory you support?”
The faculty and staff agreed between each other that all those involved in Excalibur have differing,
and occasionally conflicting, viewpoints on several topics. However,

they reassured listeners they are
each motivated by a mutual concern
for justice.
Richard Smith, associate professor
of biblical studies, entered the conversation in the DC at a later time. Smith
was introduced into Excalibur under
the name Skofnung, but has yet to
contribute any articles.
“I’m willing to be disliked to be effective,” Smith said in conclusion of
the event. “How much are you willing to sacrifice in order to flourish?”
echo@taylor.edu

Upland makes it on TV

PBS explores Upland
in new documentary
Staff Writer
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requested forgiveness if the anonymity
was cause for readers’ concern. The authors noted the strain the publication
caused on members of administration,
and affirmed Taylor remains theologically orthodox on topics such as the
divinity of Christ, His bodily resurrection and return, holding a high view of
scripture and an evangelistic drive to
impact the world.
The comment section was disabled
from the website on March 6. Some of
the comments prior to the section’s deletion were both in favor of and against
the publication.
“(Avoiding The Echo) suggests that
dialogue was not the point,” said Eric
J. Moore (’06) in a comment on Excalibur’s website. “There wasn't an intent
of safe ( for everyone) discussion. There
was safe ( for authors) soap-boxing. This
is antithesis to meaningful dialogue.”
Matthew Smithers, a former Taylor staff member, said he is in support
of the publication and believes white
conservatives feel unwelcome on Taylor’s campus.
Matt Anderson Jr. (’12) and Libby
Trudeau (’12) both wished for the publication to be more specific about their

Excalibur board leads Q&A session

Clark Murray
TheEchoNews.com
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Senior Tyler Kempton reacts to Excalibur in the LaRita Boren Campus Center.

reconciliation towards one another,
and if you don’t know where to take
your hurt or your concern or your
questions or your suspicions, to directly address each other,” said Provost
Jeff Moshier. “. . . If you can’t apply when
your brother offends you, go to them,
well, then we’ve circumvented a very
important Christian principle.”
Members of the Excalibur Board declined all interview requests from The
Echo. Members of the Excalibur Board
held a Q&A session at the top of the
Hodson Dining Commons on March
7 from 12–2 p.m. without mass public notice.
A growing number of alumni (63 at
the time of The Echo's production)
with graduation dates ranging from
1989–2017 created an open letter to
the faculty and staff behind the Excalibur publication. It was posted on The
Echo’s Facebook page by Moore. The
letter addresses the content of the publication rather than the anonymity and
invites further dialogue.
Reflecting back on his earlier campus-wide released statement, Haines
pointed out those who believe he stood
against the content of Excalibur misread his statement.
“Taylor is a place where we wrestle
with ideas of all kinds,” Haines said.
“Struggling with differences of opinions is an essential ingredient of a vibrant liberal arts education.”
According to an excerpt from an
email sent from Excalibur’s email address, there are three more editions in
the works to be released in the spring.
There are 1,000 copies of each print edition that are being planned for release.
The cost to print the first edition was
$91, according to the print shop.
The email excerpt also referenced
Haines’ statement regarding Excalibur, and encouraged those in favor of
the publication to share their support
with Taylor administrators.
echo@taylor.edu

A gathering will be held at the Community Building in Upland. The occasion?
A chance for “Uplanders” to share the
story of their small town. The television
program, “Now Entering . . . Upland” will
be aired as a documentary a few months
later on local television, stemming from
Muncie, Indiana. This documentary will
supply an avenue for Upland residents
to show what is so great about the little
patch of heaven in the cornfields.
Both townies and Taylor University
dwellers will be welcome to join at 7
p.m. on March 13.

“We often hear about what's going
on in our bigger cities, but we want to
shine the spotlight on, to celebrate, the
wonderful history, people and places of our small towns” said Michelle
Kinsey of Western Indiana Public
Broadcasting TV.
The concept for Now Entering has
been used around the country. This
program highlights small towns and
the people that inhabit them. WIPBTV will be placing their own spin on
the documentary.
“Well, Taylor is such an amazing
place, and it doesn’t get enough exposure because of it being in a small
town,” said sophomore Josiah Greiner
about the program.
The documentary will allow people
to be exposed to Upland who would
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Juniors Aiden Bailey and Nathan Margosian, sophomore Jed Barber and
junior Daniel Burson prove watching TV is a good bonding time with the boys.

not be otherwise. Being a small town,
media coverage is few and far between.
This program offers a chance to increase tourism.
Participants are asked to bring their
ideas to the meeting, and then be prepared to present their forms of media
in photographs or videos at the filming
event a month later. There, each person will be profiled, telling their story
centered around the town.

“Our hope is that there will be multiple individuals from the community
and the university who will consider
taking part in this great opportunity,”
said Ron Sutherland, special assistant
to the president.
Anyone looking to share their Upland story should attend the meeting
next week in order to show eastern Indiana the story of small towns.
echo@taylor.edu
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“My personal goal for the STEM club is getting girls
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Cardiac Rehab in the KSAC
Sustained maintenance
cardiac rehab program
Kelly Abraham
Staff Writer

The Blackford County YMCA announced its impending closure this
past summer after more than 11 years
of service. Erik Hayes, associate professor of kinesiology, was at Ball Memorial Hospital in Muncie, Indiana,
when he caught wind of the cessation
scheduled for Sept. 30, 2017.
“They had an off-site program at
the YMCA in Hartford City, (Indiana,)
and the YMCA was closing down, and
they said, ‘We’re about to lose our sustained maintenance program in Hartford City,’ and I said, ‘Why don’t you
just bring that to Taylor?’” Hayes said
of his initial suggestion.
Through the duration of legal agreements and formalities being worked
out, the CEO of Blackford Hospital in
Hartford City, Indiana, and his staff,
as well as about 15 participants, visited Taylor’s Kesler Student Activities
Center (KSAC) in the fall. According to
Hayes, they loved the facility.
The program that commenced at
Taylor this semester, is a Phase IV, or
sustained maintenance, cardiac rehabilitation program. This means the
participants are people who desire
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Freshman Jack McNeil
stays fit by jumping high.

Innocence
stripped from India
Bree Bailey
Contributor
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(L to R) Senior Jonah Bourassa, freshman
Jack McNeil and junior Jed Barber do push ups together.

continual supervision of his or her
exercise program. They might have
previously had a heart attack or heart
surgery, but can be supervised offsite. After losing the site in Harford
City, five participants transferred to
Taylor’s rehab program, with a few
more likely starting in a couple weeks.
IU Health Blackford sends a clinician, a member of their cardio pulmonary team, to the KSAC on Tuesday
and Thursday each week. A rotation
of 12 to 14 Taylor students run the
program by themselves on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Some shifts
begin as early as 6:30 a.m., but that
doesn’t hinder students from volunteering each week. This link with
IU Health gives Taylor students the
unique opportunity to provide service in a healthcare system as an undergraduate student.
“It's a quality program,” said junior Jon Kelley, who works with a
participant once a week. “Everyone
with whom I have spoken has positive things to say about it, and it really seems to be a blessing to those
who participate.”
Hayes’ brief training with students
prepared them to take patients’ blood
pressure, check the oxygen saturation of their blood and monitor
heart rates, as well as ensuring participants feel okay while monitoring

them through the exercise program
they do. The students’ job is to implement the exercise the cardiopulmonary rehab team member prescribes.
Faculty and students are hopeful for
the continued growth of the program.
Junior exercise science major Tiffany
Romeos gushed about the program.
“We build relationships with these
people,” Romeos said. “It’s nice to see
them almost every morning come
through that door with a smile on
their faces as they recognize our faces
and try hard to remember our names.
We even had the opportunity to celebrate one of their 82nd birthdays with
cinnamon rolls and a song. This isn’t
a paid job, and yet we had more than
enough volunteers that wanted to do
this every morning . . . that wanted
to be a part of these intriguing lives.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Junior Aiden Bailey
plays basketball in Odle Arena.

Bringing Relief journal to campus
Taylor professor and
students contribute

Girls in STEM

Caroline Shapley
Staff Writer

A national literary journal, Relief, is
housed within the Taylor English department. Daniel Bowman Jr., associate professor of English, is the
editor-in-chief and publisher of Relief.
Bowman became involved with Relief when the journal was still being
published in Chicago. His friend was
editor-in-chief, and when he stepped
down from that position, Bowman was
able to assume the role and all operations, relocating the journal to Taylor.
Relief has published writers whose
work has appeared in ‘Best American
Poetry’ a National Book Award finalist, adding prestige to the publication.
“Taylor’s English department and
administration has been very helpful
and supportive in recognizing the value of Relief for Taylor’s students and
providing assistance during the transition,” Bowman said.
Relief publishes an annual print edition with a collection of fiction, creative nonfiction, poetry and graphic
narrative. It also includes reviews from
some of the best literary and emerging
writers. Blog, reflections are published
from a variety of writers.
Aaron Housholder, assistant professor of English, has been involved with
Relief for the past two years, working
as the fiction editor. Housholder has
prior experience with his own writing
and as the faculty advisor to the Taylor student literary journal, Parnassus.
Housholder is a “writer’s editor.” This
means he seeks out the best work from
around the country and also works
with pieces of writing to develop them
into being as strong as them can be.
“This is a truly unique opportunity
for our students to contribute to an
esteemed national creative writing
publication,” said Michael Hammond,

A 13-year-old girl name Savitri was
kidnapped from the side of the road
while walking home beside her
mother in Uttar Pradesh, India.
Savitri was helping her mother
carry groceries when men pulled her
into a moving Jeep and her mother screamed for help. This was in
April of 2017 and she has not been
seen since.
The heartbreaking truth is this
horror is not an uncommon occurrence in India, especially among
lower castes.
The police never carried out an investigation, and the family’s status
in a lower caste resulted in no one
being willing to help. When a policeman was questioned about this incident, he replied, “Girls run away.”
The locals assumed she was taken into a well-known human trafficking ring in Mumbai and Delhi
where most missing children from
the area end up.
In desperation, Savitri’s father
quickly married off his remaining
six, young daughters with fear that
he could not protect them from their
sister’s fate. When asked to share a
picture of his missing daughter, he
admitted in dismay they could not
afford to take her picture and now
he has nothing to remember her by.
Nearly 500,000 children go missing in India every year, and at least
half of India’s children grow up surrounded by impoverishment.
A brave 17-year-old girl named
Shaista Shamin shared her story of
sexual abuse through drama therapy classes. This group tries to raise
awareness of the problem and educate kids on the truth about sexual
abuse. It was started by Pranaadhika
Sinha Devburman, who was abused
herself as a child.
"Throughout my childhood, I kept
looking for a safe space,” Devburman said. “But it isn't easy to talk
about abuse in India."

She was molested by a relative
from the age of four to 19, and she
never spoke up because her family
would not have believed her.
India's National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) states that around
36,022 cases were reported under
India's 2012 Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act in the
year 2016.
Many victims are filled with guilt
and shame, which sometimes leads
them to self-harm and suicide.
However, others focus their pain
on working to fight this issue. Various activists are starting therapeutic programs involving drama and
journaling to help victims process
what they have been through.
This is often the only safe place
for these people to share their situation. Family structure is set up in
such a way that those who desire
to speak up are often encouraged
to ignore the incident and move
on. Devburman attempted to share
her situation with her aunt and was
laughed at.
Abhik Mukherji shared his story
and fought the lie that boys were
never victims of abuse.
"Society, in general, perceives
men as abusers," Mukherji told Al
Jazeera. "They cannot even accept
the fact that a man can be abused.
People kept saying, 'You are a man,
how could you have been abused?'"
Activists desire not only for the
government to take a more active
role in this issue, but they also advocate that personal safety education
should be mandatory in all Indian
schools. The government of India
has not prioritized these child disappearances, brushing them off as
“bad terrorism.”
Pray for those currently working
to protect the rights of these vulnerable children and that the Lord
would provide resources and support for their efforts. Thousands
of kids are currently being taken, sold or abandoned every day,
and they desperately need prayers
and people willing to stand up for
their freedom.
echo@taylor.edu

Hannah Stumpf
News Co-Editor
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Senior Sarah Davis and senior Mary Anleitner
share their reflections on the English Relief Journal.

dean of humanities, arts and biblical
studies. “Writers work very hard just
to get published in journals such as Relief. Taylor students assist with the editorial and production teams to create
and distribute the journal nationwide.
Relief is one of the most esteemed journals of creative writing and that experience gives our students experience
that some would only find during
graduate school or in professional positions. We are proud to have Relief
housed at Taylor University.”
Housing a national literary journal
within Taylor’s English department is
nothing short of a big deal. As a Christian liberal arts college, it is a real differentiator among other colleges and
universities to have this journal that
increases the college’s visibility.
Relief increases the opportunities offered to students. Students who take
the prerequisite course of Taylor’s student literary journal, Parnassus, can
then progress to taking a spring semester course led by Bowman for Relief.
The course is ENG 470: Literary Editing & Publishing ll: Relief Journal. It is
an immersive learning experience on
a signature project.
Students work one semester to create an entire journal. The work covers
the overall process of publishing and
marketing. This includes publishing,
marketing and work ranging from acquisition, to revision, to copy editing.
The format of the publication is also

important, and students work through
the design, and layout and physical
construction of the magazine. Students also learn marketing, working
with distribution and developing relationships and working with authors,
editors and journal subscribers.
“It equips students for graduate study,
for their own writing careers and for
working in editing and publishing,”
Bowman said. “Last year, one of the students in the class was offered a full-time
position as Assistant Managing Editor
of a journal in Indianapolis based on her
hands-on experience in the Relief class.”
Senior Samantha Hurst, an English
creative writing major, is in her second spring semester enrolled in the
course. Wanting to pursue a career in
publishing, Hurst finds this course to
be a learning and growing experience
in preparation for her future.
Although the class consists of complex work and meeting deadlines,
Hurst enjoys the atmosphere and comradery built with everyone involved.
“When you’re in the class, you get
the title of editorial assistant, which
just looks beautiful on a resume,” Hurst
said. “I want to go into publishing and
stuff like that, so when I already have
this experience of Relief Journal and
being an editorial assistant, they’re
like, ‘Oh, you already know what you’re
doing.’ So, it gives you real-world experience and you’re also learning a lot.”
echo@taylor.edu

It all started with TWEET. And no, not
the 280-character kind. TWEET stands
for Taylor Women Engaging in Engineering and Technology, and those
women of Taylor’s science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) created a
program to get young girls in the community involved with science.
On Tuesday, March 6, one such meeting was held in Euler. Some representatives from TWEET were present to help
teach the class and lead demonstrations.
Participants ranged from students in
grades five through nine. The success of
the program's attendance has been largely due to parents and word of mouth.
Junior Jason Argo spoke to the students
about Taylor satellites, including a new
model about the size of a slice of bread,
as opposed to a previous model that was
slightly larger than a shoebox. Senior
Elizabeth Vandegriff helped lead a lesson
about programming LED lights. The goal
of the lesson was to help students understand the uses and relationships between
resistors, power sources and LEDs. TWEET
also began teaching students the basics of
binary digits, which is the most basic unit
of every modern computer system.
For junior LeeAnna Davis, an engineering major with a concentration
in mechanical engineering, this is not
just an afterschool program for the students’ benefit.
“My personal goal for the STEM club is
getting girls interested in all things STEM,”
Davis said. “I am the only female in my
year in the engineering department, and
that is a difficult task that I deal with. I
am hoping that the girls involved within
our group can continue their interest for
the rest of their lives, and not be afraid

A woman engages in science technologies.

or want to quit because of social standards. Those standards shouldn't exist,
and we're trying to show them how girls
can like coding and circuits too, and how
extremely fun it is to make circuits.”
While TWEET may be paving the way
with this specific program, Taylor University professors have had a hand in encouraging area students to learn about
science for years. Jonathan Geisler, associate professor of computer science and
engineering, and Stefan Brandle, professor of computer science and engineering,
have done outreach activities either at
Eastbrook South Elementary School or a
previous program called Taylor Summer
Academy, where kids could learn how to
program. Tom Nurkkala, associate professor of computer science and engineering, once had a program for robotics.
The focus of the program is to specifically encourage girls in STEM. However,
there are plans to possibly lead workshops for male students in the fall and
girls again in the spring.
“I've talked to parents a bunch of times,
and they like and agree that at this age
it’s best to keep boys separate because the
boys have . . . more time hands-on,” Brandle said. “Somewhere . . . it seems like it’s
in high school, a lot of girls decide technology isn't cool, and if they are doing something on a regular basis and they're having
fun, we hope that they won’t decide prematurely that this isn't an option for them
because a lot of people are actually good
at this and would love it and would love
being computer engineers or something.
. . . The goal is for them is to say, ‘Science
is cool. I want to do it.’”
echo@taylor.edu
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Hospitable home turned bed and breakfast
A look into
LaRita's Lodge
Becca Eis

Features Editor

While driving from Taylor to Muncie, Indiana, one might notice a
white farmhouse surrounded by pink
barns, but few venture inside to discover a home full of history, character
and hospitality.
LaRita’s Lodge, located just three
miles from campus, is more than just
a bed and breakfast. Though originally built in 1918, the building was sold
to the Boren family in 1965 and became the home of Leland, LaRita and
their daughter Lori Boren. They were
joined later by the births of their sons,
Lael and Landrew. The family of three
affectionately named the property LeLaLo Farms. Throughout its history,
LeLaLo Farms has also been home
to longhorn, heifers, buffalo, llamas
and peacocks, among other animals,
such as the seven cats that currently
reside there.
And the pink barns? They serve as
a reflection of Leland Boren’s love for
LaRita Boren.
“LaRita’s from Oklahoma, and the
soil’s kind of a clay, a red clay, and
when the sun shines on the clay all
the buildings look pink in Oklahoma, so he did that so she wouldn’t get
homesick,” said Beth LaMacchio, Inn
Keeper of LaRita’s Lodge.
LaMacchio shared the following
account of how Leland and LaRita
Boren met.
Leland Boren did not attend college, but preferred to learn directly
from people he admired. After the
product his business made became
irrelevant, he sought counsel from

Photograph by Tim Hudson

LaRita’s Lodge seeks to provide a safe haven for Grant County residents and their visitors.

older businessmen in Kansas City,
Missouri, known for buying companies, making them successful and selling them.
Meanwhile, LaRita Boren was getting a college education at University of Oklahoma in obedience to her
father’s wishes. However, the day after graduating with a teaching degree,
LaRita Boren got a job with Trans
World Airlines (TWA) as a stewardess.
Soon after, Leland Boren’s flight
to Kansas City was canceled due to
snowy weather conditions, and he
was offered a car ride by one of the
men training him. Leland Boren
agreed on the condition he could sit

in the front seat and pick the businessman’s brain, but plans changed
and instead a stewardess ended
up sitting with Leland Boren in the
backseat. Leland Boren was less than
pleased, but by the time they got to
Kansas City, he knew she was special. Yet, he didn’t get her name or
number, but instead just kept talking
about her to the other men. One of
the men was a friend of TWA’s owner
and offered to get her information for
him. Leland and LaRita Boren were
married within four months on July
3, 1958.
Once the Boren family moved to
LeLaLo Farms, LaRita Boren, known

for her gift of hospitality, always kept
the house full of visitors. After moving into a new home in 2009, LaRita Boren dreamed of converting the
home into a bed and breakfast. Unfortunately, LaRita Boren passed away
unexpectedly in 2011 before the dream
was realized. The bed and breakfast
that stands today is appropriately
named in her honor.
LaMacchio, cousin of Leland Boren,
continues to extend hospitality to
every guest that walks through the
farmhouse doors. She was the one
who completed the renovation, working diligently for an entire year and
adding character to every room from

a refurbished rocker to an embroidery
piece she made in high school. One
room contains framed family pictures
and a quilt from LaRita Boren’s house
that perfectly matches the old-fashioned wallpaper.
According to LaMacchio, it is common for Taylor families to discover
LaRita’s Lodge during their student’s
freshman year and stay there every
time they come to visit. The structure
has five bedrooms, but can accommodate up to 16 people at a time.
“I’ve met the most wonderful people,” LaMacchio said. “I don’t think I
could have done that anywhere else.”
echo@taylor.edu
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their stay. This is one of the many differences between LaRita’s Lodge and hotels.

When this room was renovated, the majority of the wallpaper was
taken down and artistically cut scraps were used to trim the door frames.
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Bob Aronson, director and associate professor of the public health
program, moved to Marion, Indiana, because everybody told him
not to. Despite the objections, he
quickly immersed himself into
his community.
Initially, Aronson was not drawn
to a job in Indiana, but applied for
the position anyway. He discovered the position in an advertisement for Taylor University on the
Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU) website. The advertisement asked for an individual
looking to design and direct a public
health program.
Aronson eventually accepted the
position and started working at Taylor five years ago. He began teaching Introduction to Public Health
and introduced more courses to
the department as time progressed.
Outside of class, Aronson has additionally pursued involvement in his
local community.
“I’ve been involved with working in African American communities my whole career,” Aronson
said. “I feel really comfortable
working with that population.
When I started (the public health)
program and moved to Marion, I
decided to connect with organizations that are working with
African American populations,
and I became a board member of
the Minority Health Coalition of
Grant County.”

Photograph provided by Bob Aronson

Bob Aronson, director and associate professor of the
public health program, enjoys mentoring both college and
high school students, which is at the heart of this research project.

Last year, students in Aronson's senior capstone class crafted a proposal
for a research project in partnership
with the Minority Health Coalition of
Grant County. The project is focused
on the health and well-being of local
African American high school students and aims to give the community a better idea of how to intervene
and improve their conditions.
The project has three aspects to
it: a survey, focus groups and PhotoVoice. Nearly half of the surveys
have been collected so far, and the
PhotoVoice portion — a qualitative method of research that brings
awareness to aspects of a community through pictures — is well
underway. Aronson meets with
the PhotoVoice participants on a

weekly basis and plans for the entire project to be completed before
the beginning of summer.
“The first meeting was to explain
and discuss the project,” Aronson
said. “We gave them their first assignment, which is to go out and capture pictures that reflect some of the
challenges that they face. The second
assignment will be capturing the assets and resources in their community that help them and keep them on
the right path.”
Aronson emphasizes the project is
not supposed to be an end in itself,
but a tool that leads to an opportunity, such as policy change, for the
African American high schoolers. In
Grant County, Aronson has witnessed
many of these individuals leave the

area because it offers nothing for
them beyond high school. According to County Health Rankings and
Roadmaps, Grant County is the 89th
unhealthiest county out of the 92 in
Indiana, a state that is nationally unhealthy as well.
Junior public health major Paige
Swinehart is a team member of the
project and assists Aronson with a
wide range of tasks.
“I’ve had multiple classes with Dr.
Bob and have loved learning from
him,” Swinehart sad. “He asked me
to be his research assistant for this
project, and I was so excited. So far
I’ve helped with the IRB application (a
form all research teams must submit
for approval), created a survey, organized survey data, explained the Photovoice process to those in the project
and helped keep things organized. I’m
really excited to see how it develops
over the next few months.”
Upon completion, the project will
be showcased to the public with a
PhotoVoice exhibition. Aronson believes that everyone has a voice, and
therefore this project is a way for
these African American teenagers to
speak for themselves and to be heard
by the community of Grant County.
Above all, Aronson urges the individuals at Taylor and its surrounding
colleges to consider what role they
play in their local community.
“I’m always asking, ‘Is this county
better off because we are here?”’ Aronson said. “If these universities were
to shut down, would anybody notice?
Obviously in Upland, we occupy a lot
of the town, but the rest of the county,
do they notice that we are here? What
is our Christian witness?”
echo@taylor.edu
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Hartford City: A hidden gem

Local community
has lots to offer

Kassidy Weemhoff
Life & Times Co-Editor

It’s brisk outside. You find yourself
thirsty for a hot beverage to warm
your soul, and suddenly you remember the $5 you found in your old
sweatshirt pocket yesterday. Immediately you jump in your car, intending to end up at Starbucks. But then
you stop.
You remember that only 7.9 miles
down E 700 St. sits the eclectic town
square of Hartford City, Indiana. This
city is home to endearing local businesses like Common Grounds coffee
shop and Attic Window thrift store,
not to mention the numerous rustic backdrops for your next Instagram-worthy photo shoot.
Instead of purchasing another
chain beverage, you choose to enjoy a steamy chai latte in the wonderful company of Katie Rich and
Brian Ross, co-workers at Common
Grounds and successful small business owners. This, you decide, was a
much more productive way to “treat
yo’ self ” than spending time adding to
the funds of corporate coffee.

Hypotheticals aside, intentionality
is important when it comes to local
outreach. A trip to a local town like
Hartford City is one way we, as college
students, can both pour into and enjoy the community outside of Taylor
using the time and resources we have
been blessed with.
Common Grounds, for example, is
a hidden gem only one minute farther from campus than Starbucks,
just in the opposite direction. Walking in, you see a collection of tables,
different themes visible by the clusters of antiques adorning each one.
The chalkboard menu holds endless
options including house made pastries, soups and sandwiches. Open
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. from Monday to Saturday, Common Grounds
also carries a multitude of breakfast options.
Rich and Ross both said they would
like to see more students coming in.
Hartford City, they said, is a gem of
a town many Taylor students do
not know exists, but should consider stopping by to see. Eager for fresh
faces, Rich and Ross said to spread
the word that they would love to see
you there.
Another shop that is using its platform to pour into the community

is Attic Window thrift store, located a few stores down from Common
Grounds. Rows of clean, neatly organized clothes are displayed along
with toys, furniture and other household necessities. Multiple friendly faces greet you as you walk in, and the
deals are endless.

"Hartford City is a gem of a
town many Taylor students
do not know exists, but should
consider stopping by to see."
The best part about thrifting here
is each purchase goes directly to supporting the Muncie Mission, which
pours back into the surrounding areas. Attic Window offers affordable
options for members of Harford City
and surrounding areas.
With a regal courthouse standing
tall at the center of the town square,
this city has more to offer than most
Taylor students realize. If you are
looking for an affordable breakfast
spot, new afternoon hang out, photoshoot location, change of scene
or a place to serve, Hartford City,
with all of its unsung beauty, is your
next destination.
echo@taylor.edu

Class gifts receive mixed reviews

Mugs and t-shirt
class gifts for all

Caroline Shapley
Staff Writer

For the past two weeks, freshmen,
sophomore and junior students have
been able to pick up a class gift from
the Office of Alumni Relations. This
gift is a coffee mug created individually for each class.
In previous years, each class
received a different gift. Dara
Berkhalter, executive director
of parent and alumni relations,
brought an idea suggested to her
that an alumni had noticed from
another college; each class getting
a mug as a yearly gift. So at graduation they left with a collection of

mugs. She incorporated this idea
for class gifts this year, however, seniors receive t-shirts.
“The reason they get the t-shirt
is to welcome them into the alumni network, and we do a little event
that goes with it when they become
a senior too,” Berkhalter said.
Leslie Clouse, senior graphic design
major, works in the Alumni Relations
Office. She had the chance to design
some various Taylor apparel and
items. Clouse offered her creativity
and skill to design the senior t-shirts.
From there, she worked on designs
for the other class gifts. Berkhalter
worked to oversee the design and
production process. Through office collaboration, different types of
mugs were paired with a unique design. Student input was then taken

into consideration as to which mug
would be selected for which class.
Many students have picked up class
mugs and were eager to express feedback. Freshman Sarah Gorski is thankful for the alumni giving back and the
mug for soup or ramen usage. Noah
Corsten, junior, likes the mug because
it gets the job done for sipping coffee.
However, some feedback left suggestions for improvement.
“I liked the junior class’s a lot better,”
said sophomore Makenzie Williams.
It seemed like a lot better quality. People that I talked to that got the sophomore mugs, a lot of their stickers have
already come off, like the little logo.
Mugs left unclaimed do not go
wasted. Extra mugs are given as gifts
to alumni and chapel speakers.
echo@taylor.edu
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Freshmen Brooke Harrison and Leah Selk pose
in front of the courthouse in Hartford City, Indiana.

FOOD
SPOTLIGHT
Rosie's Little Italy Inc.

Address:
4903, 3909 S Western
Ave., Marion, IN 46953
(21 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Thursday:
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 11
a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Mill Street Inn

Address:
200 Main St., Gaston,
IN 47342
(15 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Monday-Saturday:
6 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sunday: 6 a.m.-9 p.m.

Kay’s Pizza

Address:
118 E Main St., Gas
City, IN 46933
(13 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 4-10 p.m.
Friday: 12-11 p.m.

Greeks Pizzeria

Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer

Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer

Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer

Sophomore Madi Williams smiles
with the sophomore class mug, which
received mixed reviews from recipients.

Junior Caitlin Jaques exudes the joy that
comes with receiving the junior class mug.

than an act of engagement.
This is not inherently the fault of the
binge-watcher. To some level, it is a neglect of duty by film companies who
have sold out to profit, sacrificing their
love for true art. This is both a product of and has led to the consumerist
culture in which we live.
This is what the late Russian director Andrei Tarkovsky meant when he
wrote, “The most meaningless, unreal commercial film can have just the
same kind of magical effect on the uncritical and uneducated cinema-goer as that derived by his discerning
counterpart from a real film. The
tragic and crucial difference is that if
art can stimulate emotions and ideas,
mass-appeal cinema, because of its
easy, irresistible effect, extinguishes
all traces of thought and feeling irrevocably. People cease to feel any
need for the beautiful or the spiritual, and consume films like bottles of
Coca-Cola.”
The last verb in that quote is essential: consume. It answers the question, “How do we interact with film?”

The answer: like everything else, we
consume it.
It is here that Taylor professor Jeff
Cramer, associate professor of computer science and engineering, sees
the most room for improvement on
Taylor’s campus. He believes that
Christians, himself included, need to
stop merely consuming film and move
to engaging with film.
“How often do we consume a film
and never give it any thought?” Cramer said. “We don’t even last to the end
of the credits before our minds have
moved on to the next thing, whereas there are so many good films out
there that are worth watching together
with people, and then there are probably hours of conversation that we
could have.”
There are a numerous reasons to engage with art rather than merely consume it, but I will focus on the one that
seems most relevant: empathy. Great
film is a pathway to empathy.
Well-crafted narratives do nothing
short of forcing the audience to feel
what the character is experiencing,

Freshman Ruth Brown displays the
simple black freshman class mug.

Address:
62 E Berry St,
Upland, IN 46989
(2 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Everyday 11a.m. - 9 p.m.

Little Caesars Pizza

Address:
1325 W 4th St.,
Marion, IN 46952
(24 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Sunday-Thursday:
11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday-Saturday:
11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Brooks Uppercrust
Pizza-Grill

Address:
1197 N Washington St.,
Marion, IN 46952
(24 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday:
11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sunday-Monday: Closed

Point Pizza

Address:
704 N Main St.,
Fairmount, IN 46928
(13 minutes from Taylor)
Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 4-9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday: 4-10 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

Kings Pizza

Address:
1705 N. Walnut Street
Hartford City, IN 47348
Hours:
Monday-Thursday:
11 a.m. - 12 a.m.
Friday/Saturday:
11a.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Faith & film

During chapel on March 2, Josh
Larsen accurately claimed that
Christians have the ability to
watch “secular” films through a
Christian lens–as prayers. Some
would take it a step further: Christians not only have the ability to
watch film, but a responsibility to
engage with it.
Watching movies and T.V. series is one of the most popular
ways to use free time on campus.
“Binge-watching” Netflix is the preferred method for forgetting about
homework each Friday night. However, most of the shows or movies
that people watch are pure entertainment and do not stimulate the
mind or challenge one’s worldview.
They are an act of escapism rather

not only on a surface level, but a deep
sense of understanding and
connection.
This is what the late film critic Roger Ebert refers to as “the cinema of
empathy.” Truly great films should
challenge the audience, provide
new perspectives, and by this allow
Christian audiences to better fulfill
their mission of loving others, even
those whose experiences are different from ours. Loving others starts
with understanding them, and truly
engaging with great films is one way
to begin that process. This is a sentiment echoed by Cramer.
“I think Christians need to carefully
open themselves up to some of these
movies that are about dark, difficult
things and see the humanity that is
in them,” Cramer said. “Sometimes, if
nothing more than just to remind ourselves of the world we live in and how
difficult and dark that world can be.
And even more so, to just let yourself
see the story that this director and the
people working on this film are creating. These stories cna have incredibly

Photograph provided by Google

Students are encouraged to
consider the way they view
media entertainment.

redemptive, positive things going on
in the midst of the dark things you
see, and it’s powerful.”
echo@taylor.edu

“Changes in faculty and leadership caused the
club to go dormant, but as of this semester,
the Stewards of Creation club intends to
bloom again.”
Changing the atmosphere
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Changing the atmosphere
Stewards of Creation
club makes comeback
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

Since its inception in 1997, the Stewards of Creation club — created by
Taylor environmental science students — has undergone several shifts
in activity and attendance due to
continuity issues. Changes in faculty
and leadership caused the club to go
dormant, but as of this semester, the
Stewards of Creation club intends to
bloom again.
Philip Grabowski, assistant professor of sustainable development, has
high hopes for the club. After presenting the idea to restart the club
to the freshmen in his environmental
science classes, it gained a lot of student interest, which led to its revival.
“I think there's a lot of things students are interested in doing and have
the energy to do, and they just need
a little bit of coordination and a little
bit of a venue for them to take action
— figuring out who is the right person to talk to in terms of staff and facilities or faculty who might be able
to support them,” Grabowski said. “I
think Stewards of Creation can play a

Photograph by Kassidy Weemhoff

Students gather to consider ways to improve sustainable development on campus.

role in that, and play a really big role.”
The overall vision for Stewards of
Creation goes beyond mere classroom knowledge. They hope to tackle environmental and sustainability
issues on campus in a tangible way,
provide clearer instructions for recycling and initiate more efforts toward waste management.

The Stewards of Creation club will
accomplish these goals by creating
opportunities for students to be educated in biblical stewardship and
implement projects to cultivate the
earth. Some of their current club
goals include planting edible landscaping on campus, partnering with
local farmers who might sell directly

to the dining commons and advocating for better recycling habits in the
dorms. These goals may become a
reality through a re-establishment
of the sustainability assistant position in dorms, a title similar to that
of PA or DA.
Freshman Justin White is an environmental science major and is
looking forward to what he might
learn in Stewards of Creation. He
thinks a potential challenge could
be changing the minds and habits
of his peers when it comes to conservation efforts.
“It’s going to be hard because some
of the habits will be more work for
them to do — an extra step,” White
said. “But it will be worth it because
it’s what we’re called to do.”
Freshman Claire Rush, an environmental science and public
health major, is excited to see what
the future might hold for Stewards
of Creation. She believes the call to
creation cultivation is not just a call
to people who are passionate about
it, but a call to all Christians.
Rush hopes to challenge her peers
to explore how faith intersects with
stewardship and confront their preconceived notions about environmental issues.
“It’s important because, first of all,
God told Adam, ‘You need to care
for creation — serve it, protect it,’”
Rush said. “Often times when we

Campus Store makes room for new apparel
Students and
locals find deals

Kassidy Weemhoff
Life & Times Co-Editor

After a necessary inventory sale,
Taylor’s Campus Store’s shelves are
stocked with new spirit wear for
each student’s purchasing pleasure,
including the responsibly manufactured OnMission apparel.
The sale took place from Feb.
26–28 in the Campus Store, and

Stephen Richardson, the campus store manager, said the purpose was to liquidate old stock
and make room for new inventory.
Over the course of the three-day
sale, many students, family members and locals came by to search
for deals.
“I had fun working the sale because I enjoy helping other people
find what they need and feel satisfied
with their shopping experience,” said
junior Erin Rogalla, a student who
works at the Campus Store.

Richardson echoed this thought
and said the community seemed to
enjoy themselves while shopping.
He and his team were very pleased
with the turnout and enjoyed seeing
the community come together for
this event.
Another reason for the sale was to
make room for a new set of apparel
provided through OnMission, an organization that creates Fair Trade
clothes for a the purpose of helping
sponsor the livelihoods of the people
of Haiti.

Bi-Weekly
BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Tanner
Kolbe
Freshman:

Loves Spongebob, Jesus and
hype jams. And, his favorite
Bible verse is 2 Kings 2:23–25.

This mission-based mentality of
the Campus Store brings a fresh
look to the inventory, and gives students and locals reason to stop in
and purchase. If you are looking for
a comfortable item of clothing made
for a responsible cause and representing your Taylor pride, swing by
the Campus Store.
Located inside of the old Student
Union, the Campus Store is open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

Lauren
Cammarano
Sophomore:

She's from Boston! She loves
poeple and baseball season.
She's an amazing friend.

hear ‘dominion of creation,’ we twist
what that means, and we think that
means ‘I can do whatever I want with
it; I dominate it.’ But that’s not what
that translation really means. When
you look at the original text, the word
means ‘to serve and protect,’ and
sometimes we forget that we are living in the same ecosystem as all these
plants and animals and we act as if we
are completely separated. But everything that we do is affecting creation,
and creation is affecting us.”
Rush believes wasting resources
and exploiting creation is a sin often
overlooked because it does not seem
to directly affect daily life. She thinks
students should get involved because
waste affects more of the environment
and community than people realize.
According to Rush, the Stewards
of Creation club encourages people
from all majors to participate.
“We have so many ideas for this
team, and dreams, but it takes a lot
of people to get there and it takes
an actual process,” Rush said. “Having expertise across different fields
would be extremely helpful.”
Stewards of Creation will meet
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on a monthly basis in Jacobson II in the LaRita
Boren Campus Center. If interested
in the Stewards of Creation club, contact Grabowski at philip_grabowski@taylor.edu.
echo@taylor.edu

Want your tweets
featured in The Echo?
Hashtag #TaylorU to
any of your Taylorrelated tweets for
next week's paper!

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Linda Karen Taylor@ LindaEdits
If I had not had to be at work
this morning, I might have seen
sliding right past the university
entrance as a sign to take the day
off. #tayloru #toomuchice
Alex Francis@ another_alex7
pro tip: don’t leave your wallet at
Wendy’s and lock your credit card
cuz your account may stay locked
for three days and now you can’t
go on a pick-a-date #tayloru
Shelby Cline@ Shelby_Cline
*Leaves bookbag, coat, laptop,
family inheritance, etc. on a table
at Taylor for 5 hours while you go
do something else*
Comes back, it’s all still there as
you left it.
*Go anywhere else and realize all
your stuff will get stolen if you
leave it.. not at Taylor anymore*
#tayloru

Echograms #TaylorU

Olivia Miller@ OliiviaaMillerr
I just climbed in bed to nap
because my class is cancelled
and started singing a song about
how I love my bed. College has
done me well #tayloru
Childish Gabeino@ gabebowron29
I always forget I can’t stroll
around in my boxers when I go
home. My family condemns me
for it. #TaylorU
Carly Wheeler@ CaptainCarlton2
If someone has to explain to you
what Airband is, are you even
a Taylor student? #majordoubt
#tayloru

@yeramyunI
can truly say that I am blessed. Thank you for
the birthday wishes. Love you all.

@madelynkate5
the cheer team makes an even better intramural basketball
team!! (jk we didn’t win a single game) #ThreesAndHighVs
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Lauren Huffman@ laurenhuffman
Honestly today might be the best
day of the week cause they filled
in The Pothole of West Reade
Avenue #tayloru

A&E

“The ultimate award of ‘Best Picture’ was given
to ‘When We Were Together,’ a heart-jerking
film about a young girl’s struggles with her
parent’s divorce.”
It is time to ‘Envision’ the future possibilities
of Taylor filmmakers

TheEchoNews.com
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Seniors show off their artistic skills
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A&E Events

The meaning behind
the senior art show

Elizabeth Hartmann
A&E Editor

Six art students will display their
myriad of talents and the culmination of the hard work they have accomplished during their studies.
The opening reception for this senior art show is tonight at 6 in the
Metcalf Gallery.
This exhibit’s name, Discovery
M.A.A.R.R.S., is an acronym of each
student’s name.
Megan Kammer
The senior show for Kammer, a preart therapy major, is titled “A Study
in Humanity,” and features life-sized
drawings of a man and a woman, symbolizing Adam and Eve. Accompanying it are 40 photography portraits with
recordings of the individuals answering
the question, “What does it mean to be
made in the image of God?”
As Kammer created her pieces,
she spent a lot of time pondering
the “why’s” of humanity. After college, she intends to pursue a career
as a clinical psychologist.
Ally Midgley
Midgley’s show is based on monoprints, prints that can only be made
once. She took a different approach to
it however, and rolled ink onto plexiglass and placed different objects on
it to create a barrier between the ink
and paper. The resulting imprints
that these ordinary objects make on
the paper are her senior show.
Midgley hopes to get an art-related job and, in a few years, go to
graduate school to get her M.F.A.
Amanda Felver
In her art show, Felver found healing

Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana

Seniors Megan Kammer and Amanda Felver are excited to display their senior projects.

from the anxiety and stress she was
dealing with. During her hand building ceramics course, Felver learned the
art of “coiling,” where she places long,
circular pieces of clay on top of each
other and rubs her fingers through the
clay to create a smooth piece of pottery.
Felver spent countless hours on her
art show which is made of six bodies
of pieces made from coiling going up
a tiered shelf. They are arranged from
dark to light, from broken to healed.
“My work displays a process of
feeling damaged and completely
broken, and then transforming into
a piece that is whole again but still
has scars to show the experiences,”
Felver said. “I feel as if I overcame
my daily fear of anxiety and for me
that is huge. I have found my calling and passion through my fears
and for that I am forever grateful.”
Rachel Golliher
Golliher, an art education major, used

a mix of new and old work for her
project. The subject for her pieces are
the churches and cathedrals she saw
during her semester in Orvieto, Italy.
Golliher hopes those viewing her
work will be inspired think about
the creativity of God in nature and
the creativity he instilled in man to
create such beauty.
In her future, Golliher plans to
become a high school art teacher
and continue to produce and sell
her artwork.
Susan Denny
For her senior project, Denny tried
something new. She created ceramics, but used an unusual firing method called saggar firing, which had
never been done at Taylor before.
Denny paints several coats of chemicals onto a white pot, wraps it tight in
aluminum foil, and fires it in the gasfired kiln. The fumes from the chemicals result in an array of colors, and

adding materials such as sawdust, steel
wool and salt give decorative effects.
Denny never knows what to expect until she tears away the foil.
The unique result is similar to an
abstract painting.
“I want people to look at my work
with the same mystery in which
they were created, as though looking at a natural wonder like a slice
from a geode or a spectacular night
sky, or a breathtaking sunset in
which you see ribbons of color running through the sky that I so often
see in Indiana sunsets,” Denny said.
The senior art show reveals a myriad of talents, interests and personalities. Each piece of artwork is carefully
crafted with each senior’s knowledge
and experience to produce a masterpiece to show to the public.
Their artwork will be on display in
the Metcalf Gallery until March 23.
echo@taylor.edu

Combining the making of music and memories
College and high
school collide in concert
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

The Taylor Wind Ensemble will be
welcoming some new members to
its upcoming concert.
On Thursday, March 15, the Ensemble will be joined by the inaugural Grant County High School Honors
Band in concert in Rediger Auditorium. The collaboration marks a major
event for the new band in its first year.
The Honors Band is made up of
some of the top musicians from all
Grant County high schools, nominated by their respective directors for
outstanding progress in music and
leadership, according to Eastbrook
High School band director Joel Walters.
Joshua Huff, band director for Marion

Photograph by Alicia Garnache

Highschool and college students will perform in the same concert.

High School, explained the goal of the
Honors Band is to give more advanced
students the opportunity to learn music in a more fast-paced environment
and advance in their musicianship.
On Taylor’s end, Al Harrison,
professor of music and director of

Taylor’s Wind and Jazz Ensembles,
will be serving as the host and guest
conductor for the event.
Harrison explained that the department is very excited to host the high
school students on the Taylor University campus for a day of touring,

music learning, attending a campus
concert and interacting with Taylor
University students.
Junior Ethan Garratt, the percussion section leader in the Wind Ensemble, shared Harrison’s feelings
about the event, and looks forward
to getting to interact with the visiting
high schoolers.
“Had I been in high school and
learned I’d get to play with musicians
at collegiate levels, I’d be both super
excited and a little terrified,” Garratt
said. “But from a college student’s
perspective, I look forward to getting to interact with and inspire fellow musicians.”
The 45 members of the Taylor Wind
Ensemble will be performing “Festive Overture” by Dmitri Shostakovich and “Canticle of the Creatures” by
James Curnow. Admission to the onehour concert is free, and the public is
invited to attend.
echo@taylor.edu

It is time to ‘Envision’ the future possibilities of Taylor filmmakers
Taylor students
produce stellar films
Elizabeth Hartmann
A&E Editor

The lights dim. The audience holds
a collective breath as the films
start rolling.
This was the expectant atmosphere
during the screenings of student films
during the Envision Film Festival on
Friday, March 2.
The large audience was held captive
as student films made them laugh, cry
and sigh. For the past year, Taylor film
students have been hard at work creating documentaries, short fiction
and even stop-motion animation.
Their hard work finally paid off and
awards were given to the best films in
every category.
The ultimate award of “Best Picture”
was given to “When We Were Together,” a heart-jerking film about a young
girl’s struggles with her parent’s divorce. The judges chose this film because of the masterful combination of
editing, cinematography, screenplay,
and all elements of filmmaking.
Junior Jake Vriezelaar, the director,
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Future film stars get their first taste of success at Envision Film Festival.

cinematographer, editor and writer of
“When We Were Together,” was very
thankful for everyone who had helped
with the making of the film.
“I think it is such a gift to tell stories, especially with the people you
love,” Vriezelaar said.
“Drop Dead Gorgeous,” a hilarious
film about an awkward young man’s
attempt to find love, won the “Best
Cinematography,” “Best Screenplay”
and “Audience Choice” awards.
“Best Sound Design” went to

“U.F.NO.,” a halloween film about a
group of teens trying to communicate
with aliens.
The “Best Actor” award was given to
Shani Stiles in “Homeward,” as she dealt
with loss when her astronaut daughter
lost contact during a mission.
Senior Andrew Brueck worked as
1st assistant camera on “Homeward.”
He described the incredible amount
of effort that goes into these 15 minute films. From extensive pre-planning, filming and post production,

he estimates a well-done short film
takes over 100 hours.
Celebrating the joy of summer in
Upland, “Summer Daze” won the
“Best Music Video” award.
The “Best Editing” award went to
“Cos Wars: More Than a Hobby,” a
documentary about a group of adults
who cosplay as Star Wars characters
for charity.
Junior Hannah Goebel, the producer for “Cos Wars: More Than a Hobby”
and co-producer of the Envision Film
Festival, worked on this documentary
all last semester for one of her classes.
Goebel thought the Envision film
festival was good practice for filmmakers who might be called on to attend
an even larger public festival in the future to receive an award for their films.
“I think it is important for the filmmakers to kind of show off to the public and to Taylor,” Goebel said.
Senior Christopher Gearhart put so
much work into “Don’t Forget the Popsicle,” the judges created a new award
for this stop-motion animation.
“Freedom” won the “Best Documentary” award, telling the inspiring
story of Brian Blevins, the manager of
local coffee shop, Joe on the Go, and
his fight against addiction.

For exemplifying the liberal arts, the
“Best Humanities and Arts” award went
to “The Illustrator,” a documentary
about how an Indianapolis artist uses
his gifts to show truths about society.
The screenings and awards ceremony might have been the highlight of
the Envision Film Festival, but there
were informational workshops and
events all weekend.
Sophomore Kelsea Denney, who
helped co-produce it, worked behind
the scenes scheduling workshops,
decorating, folding programs and ensuring that everything ran smoothly.
Denney enjoyed getting the privilege to
work alongside so many of her professors and peers to produce this festival.
High schoolers were allowed to participate in the workshops and submit
films and the winner was shown for
the audience. The winner was “Together,” a film a featuring the struggle of two brothers.
From the informational workshops
to the excitement of watching new
films screened, the Envision Film Festival gave valuable insight to the hard
work of the filmmakers, who finally had the chance to come out of the
shadows and step into the spotlight.
echo@taylor.edu

OPINIONS
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

“There is little doubt that Syria can lay claim
to the discovery of glass and the art of goldplating glassware.”
Traditional glassblowers of the Middle East
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Why the apology feels shallow

Excalibur issued an
online edition Sunday
Halie Owens
Contributor
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Last weekend, an Enneagram expert came to campus.
How can the Enneagram help us understand each other better?

Our View

How the Enneagram
helps us dialogue well
Taylor’s Counseling Center sponsored “Know Your Number,” an
Enneagram conference led by enneagram instructor David Stamile
of Longways Ministries. The purpose of the conference was to encourage attendees in their pursuit of
self-awareness, growth, calling and
identities in Christ via the nine basic
Enneagram personality types. The
conference was held on March 2–3.
The Echo Editorial Board discussed their views regarding the
Enneagram and came to a consensus: the Enneagram is a helpful tool,
in moderation. By giving words to
emotions and aspects of oneself
that can be difficult to express, the
Enneagram provides both a reality
check and a path to growth. However, when used to “diagnose” or
stereotype others, the Enneagram
is misused and can create hurt
and misunderstanding.
Caroline Poland, director of the
counseling center, encourages students to use the Enneagram as a tool
rather than a means to type others.
“So often I hear people that have
typed other people and told them all
sorts of things about them, and this
is not an appropriate use of the Enneagram, nor is that fair to the individual,” Poland said. “We can see
behavior, but we can’t know the core
motivations of wounds of another
person. It does a disservice to engage in a process of telling someone
what they are; the Enneagram is a
personal self-discovery and discernment process.”
Poland remarked that one’s
wounds provide a lens through
which one sees the world, relates to
God and relates to others. She noted the Enneagram provides a path
forward for understanding the lens
and fostering growth within oneself
in a particular area.
We, as The Echo Editorial Board,
see this understanding as the benefit and right use of the Enneagram.
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The Enneagram symbol shows us
how the nine types are interrelated.

Used as a means to identify one’s
wounds and understand paths to
growth, the Enneagram is an excellent tool for reconciliation. Some
members of our staff have even
used it informally to strengthen our
team dynamics.
Jesse Brown, dean of students
and Title IX coordinator, remarked
in a previous article, “Ennea-what?”
that, as an institution of higher education, Taylor places value on reflection and self-awareness. In this
way, the Enneagram helps individuals understand themselves better
in health and stress. This awareness
leads to better self-care, self-compassion and understanding for
one another.
“In my own life as a six, I am more
aware of how anxiety or fear informs
my decisions,” Brown said. “The Enneagram also highlights my propensity for loyalty in friendships.”

Used as a means to identify one’s
wounds and understand paths
to growth, the Enneagram is an
excellent tool for reconciliation.
Because the Enneagram is a tool
for self-discovery, it also contains a
time commitment. Self-discovery is
not found on an online personality
inventory. It comes with realization
and ownership for one’s own faults
and an awareness of how change
can occur.
We see the value of the Enneagram,
but challenge those interested in
learning more (or current Enneagram
fans) to consider learning about their
own number before critiquing the
numbers and “deadly sins” of others.
Matthew 7:3–5 states, “Why do you
look at the speck of sawdust in your
brother’s eye and pay no attention to
the plank in your own eye? How can
you say to your brother, ‘Let me take
the speck out of your eye,’ when all the
time there is a plank in your own eye?
You hypocrite, first take the plank out
of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.”
We challenge for the call of Matthew 7 to be brought into the use
of the Enneagram. Let us pursue
self-awareness, but our own, not that
of others. The Enneagram is not the
Bible, but it does provide understanding for growth areas.
The opinions expressed in Our View
columns reflect the views of The Echo
Editorial Board, and not necessarily
those of Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu

D e spit e th e
many offenses
around the distribution and
publication of
Excalibur, the
thing that most
troubled me
was the apparent failure of the writers to admit their culpability.
In their apology letter, they neither
took credit for the pain and suffering they caused nor owned the discord they have sown. Because we’re
a Christian collective, we’re expected to extend grace to them, yet grace
is given by too many of us on a daily
basis. Grace is continuing to reside
in a community that refers to you as
“n-----” and tells you to “go home.”
We’re expected to give grace when
the same grace would never be given
to a liberal underground publication.
Likewise, I have a hard time balancing your claim that it was not
your intention to maliciously attack with the way you used the Bible to condemn those whose views
differ from your own. Phrases like
“false prophets,” “dumb sheep” and
“atheist” seem to say otherwise. If
your intention was to stir positive,
open dialogue around these issues,
you know who to talk to. Those of us
who may think differently than you
make our stances and our identities
very clear. I hope everyone understands that no matter how radical
my views may seem, I want to engage with those who may not agree.
What makes you, a group of men
in the most privileged category on
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Students attended a small talkback session with faculty following Excalibur’s second post.

earth, think that you know the best
way to go about race relations? I am
perplexed, as well, about your claims
regarding the origin of social justice.
Doesn’t Isaiah 1:17 say, “Stand up for
the oppressed?” Did you forget that
our Lord and Savior was a minority
from the Middle East — not the west
— who was so radical that they (and
by extension, all of us) crucified Him?
Students shouldn’t have to educate
grown men with doctorates on the origin of our shared faith. Christianity
existed before whiteness reigned supreme, and this western traditionalist Christianity is not the only way to
practice our faith. We can all learn
from each other. Why pride yourselves when scripture was quoted
while whipping the backs of slaves?
Dr. Jim Spiegel and Gary Ross wrote
about oppression in quotation marks,
which implies that it is perceived. Is
it perceived that discrimination and
prejudice exist on this campus? Is it
perceived that black bodies are not
safe in this country? Was it perceived
that someone literally wrote, “Go

home, n-----” in a community stall in
Olson Hall? Do you assume that because we have a few amendments in
favor of equality under a system that
is already broken, that we are just
complaining? I can assure you that
oppression is real.
You have evoked fear and bigotry
into the atmosphere — and in residence halls that already don’t feel safe.
“It’s unfortunate that this happened
at a place that prides itself on community and collegiality,” said Higher
Education Adjunct Faculty and Director of Intercultural Programs Felicia
Case. “Going ‘underground’ shouldn’t
be necessary at a place where the
Imago Dei is esteemed and respected. The damage done wasn’t worth
the little publicity stunt.”
Regardless of what the true intent
was, it caused a rupture in the community that we pride ourselves on
so much. Students of color and our
white students feel hurt, misled and
unsafe, and it’s going to take more
than an ‘apology’ to reconcile that.
echo@taylor.edu

Traditional glassblowers of the Middle East
A fiery artistry
still burning strong
Abigail Roberts
Contributor

I was seven
years old when
I first visited
a glassblowing workshop.
Hidden away
among the
twisting and
turning alleyways of Old Damascus,
Syria, sat a centuries-old brick building.
I sat for an hour mesmerized as the
artisans inside took long metal pipes
to their mouths and blew out beautiful glass balls of red, blue and vibrant
green. It seemed like magic.
The art of glassblowing has
stretched its arm across the whole of
the Middle East, however, its birthplace lies in the heart of Syria. Four
thousand years ago, in the Syrian
coastal city of Sidon, glassblowing
was first invented and perfected.
“There is little doubt that Syria can lay claim to the discovery
of glass and the art of gold-plating
glassware,” said Samar Hammad, the
founder of Al-Hakaya Project.
Before the blowpipe was invented, glass was poured into molds
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Hamza in the first stage
of the glassblowing process.
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An artisan cuts off excess glass shard from a finished cup.

and left to cool for hours. With the
blowpipe, the making of objects of
extreme lightness and transparency was made possible. Try to picture in your mind the concept of
entire vases, cups, bowls and plates
forming from molten glass at the
tip of a pipe.
In a recent visit to a glassblowing
workshop, I asked a local artisan,
Hamza, to describe his intricate glassblowing process. Hamza has been
working in this particular workshop
for over a decade along with one dozen other artisans.
“I first begin by gathering a layer
of melted glass at end of this pipe,”
Hamza said. “I then pull the pipe out
of the furnace with a glowing orange
ball at its tip and start to blow, swirling it to create a bubble. When it is
in this state I can form it into anything I wish.”
As he speaks he take his tongs in
hand, and as the bubble grows, he
presses down the edges, fashioning
a delicate glass vase.
This whole process from molten
glass to beautiful artwork seems to
take only a few seconds.
“I then bake it one more time to

make it solid,” Hamza said, placing
the tip of the vase inside the furnace.
“Lastly, we put it into this cooling
chamber for it to adjust to the temperature of the outside air.”
This is a painstaking and delicate
process requiring great skill to control the heating and cooling balance.
At the initial stage, the piece can be
forged and molded because it is hot,
but there is the risk that it will crystallize with imperfections. For this
reason, learning to blow the glass requires constant practice.
“A normal piece only takes me about
10 minutes, but it has taken years
of experience,” Hamza said. “Many
times, pieces come out with flaws and
I have to melt the glass again.”
Across the Middle East, craftsmen are working to keep the tradition of glassblowing alive. From
the crowded streets of Egypt, to the
coastal shores of modern-day Lebanon, to the Tekiya Sulaymanieh
handicraft market, near Bab Sharqi and in other parts of old Damascus, the same 2,000-year-old
tradition of glassblowing continues to today.
echo@taylor.edu
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“We aren’t treating the opening round of the
tournament as the final destination — we’re
trying to go to the World Series.”
Baseball continues success; defeats
IU-Kokomo twice
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Women’s basketball not leaving yet

Trojans extend their
visit in Sioux City, Iowa
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor

The famine is over, and now, it is time
to eat.
For the first time since 2010, the
women’s basketball team is in the
NAIA National Tournament. They are
not wasting their opportunity thus far.
On Wednesday, No. 15 Taylor defeated No. 18 Northwest Christian 61–54.
This is the first win for the Trojans in
the National Tournament since 2007.
The Trojans are now headed to the
Sweet Sixteen.
“This trip to Iowa has felt like a
dream come true,” said sophomore
guard Jamie Netzley. “All season long
our goal has been to make it to Nationals and now we are here, so now we are
focusing on being in the moment and
making long-lasting memories.”
The upperclassmen led the Trojans
in this game, with a balanced attack
from senior guard Josie Cobb, senior
forward Cassidy Wyse and junior forward Kendall Bradbury.
Bradbury put up 15 points and eight
rebounds, Cobb added 13 points and
eight boards, and Wyse brought 13
points and nine boards. Cobb, Wyse
and Bradbury totaled up 41 of the Trojans, 61 points.
“Each game we want to bring
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Senior guard Josie Cobb and junior guard Aubrey Wright celebrate during their victory over Northwestern Christian.

intensity, heart, and competitiveness,”
said sophomore forward Haley Stratman. “Executing the game plan our
coaches put together is a major key,
especially in this tournament.”
Northwest Christian started the
game fast and scored 10 unanswered
points. Taylor called a timeout as a result to gather themselves. Freshman
guard Lauren James stepped up and
knocked down a 3-pointer to give the
Trojans their first bucket of the game.
Still, things looked bleak for Taylor.
At the 2:53 mark in the second quarter, the Trojans found themselves
down 30–15. However, Taylor clawed

their way back in the second half and
took their first lead at the 4:30 mark
in the fourth quarter. Sophomore
guard Abby Buchs drilled a 3-pointer to bring Taylor to a 52–50 lead.
The Trojans never looked back and
ended the game on a 12–4 run.
“We didn’t panic being down 15 so
that’s a huge accomplishment at the
National tournament level,” said head
coach Jody Martinez. “Once we relaxed
and hit a few shots then our confidence carried us in the fourth quarter.”
Indeed, the Trojans outscored
Northwest Christian 22–10 in the
fourth quarter.

According to Netzley and Stratman, the team is not content with
just making the National Tournament. The team is keen on making a
deep run into this tournament. They
know they are a good enough squad
to make some noise and lengthen
their stay as long as possible.
However, Stratman recognizes how
special this time is in Iowa. She said
she knows most teams are done for
the year, so receiving the chance to
continue their season is a remarkable feeling.
While this win is worth celebrating,
the turnaround to the next game is

short. The next game will not be any
easier, either.
Taylor will face No. 2 Concordia today at 11:15 a.m. The Trojans are 0–1
all time against Concordia. The only
other time Taylor played against Concordia was in 2009 in the National
Tournament, when the Trojans lost
68–51.
Regardless, the Trojans plan to enter each game playing their hardest,
intending to go farther in this tournament than they ever have before.
echo@taylor.edu

Trojans pile up the All-Americans

Track and field end
Nationals on a high note
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor

To say the least, the track and field
teams made the most of their time
last weekend in Pittsburg, Kansas.
The women’s team brought home
eight All-Americans, and the men’s
team totaled two All-Americans. To
receive this honor, an athlete needs
to make it to the finals in their event
and place at least in the top-eight.
“Our performances indicate that
our team was very ready to compete,

not just attend Nationals,” said head
coach Ted Bowers. “They have the talent and work ethic to compete with
anyone in the NAIA, and they proved
it this past weekend.”
The men’s 4x800-meter relay team
consists of senior Alec DeVries, sophomore Shauntis Lewis, freshman Daniel
Gerber and junior Ben Byrd. They ended with a time of 7:42.06 to finish fifth.
Byrd enjoyed Nationals, especially
since this was his first time making it
to a final in Nationals. He also reached
the final for the mile run and barely
missed receiving All-American after
finishing in ninth with a time of 4:21.23.
“The relay was definitely fun, (because) it was the first men’s (4x800)

All-American (team) since like 1999,”
Byrd said.
Sophomore Caleb Anthony sped
through the 60-meter hurdles in 8.14
seconds and finished fourth. Sophomore Jonathan DeHaan cleared a
height of 4.85 meters in pole vault
and placed fifth.
Junior Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh earned
All-American honors in the long jump
with a 5.78 meter jump and 60-meter
hurdles with a time of 8.93.
Senior Alex Berends earned
All-American honors in the 1,000-meter run, and freshman Sarah Harden
continued her impressive rookie season by going All-American in the mile
run and breaking a Taylor record with
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Freshman Sarah Harden earned All-American honors in the mile run.

a time of 5:02.05.
The outdoor track season will start
“But, this year, since because I was March 16, as both teams will travel to
just happy to be running at all again, I Terre Haute, Indiana, to compete in
just had so much fun being there at all,” the Rose Hulman Invitational.
Berends said. “So it was less pressure.”
echo@taylor.edu

Baseball continues success; defeats IU-Kokomo twice
Trojans improve to 15–5
after taking doubleheader
Andrew Nevins
Staff Writer
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Head coach Kyle Gould believes
his team is full of potential this year.

Scoreboard
Baseball

3/3 Lindsey Wilson
3/3 IU-Tech
3/6 IU-Kokomo
3/6 IU-Kokomo

The baseball team continued its early season tear with two victories over
IU-Kokomo on Tuesday afternoon at
Winterholter Field.
The doubleheader victory brought
Taylor’s record to 15–5, with conference play waiting in the near future.
“Overall, we pitched very well; we
did a little bit of everything; this was
the best we’ve played overall this
year,” said senior outfielder Sam Wiese. “There’s still a lot of room to go
up, but we definitely had some great
pitching performances, some great
hitting performances, base running,
field running. We definitely played an
all-around good series.”

The day started off with a nail-biter, as the Trojans narrowly escaped
with an 8–7 victory. The play of the
game occurred in the first inning, as
sophomore pitcher Andrew Kennedy hit a three-run homer to open the
contest at 3–0.
IU-Kokomo responded and tied the
score at 3–3 heading into the fifth inning. From there, it only took Taylor six
hits to put five runs on the board. The
Trojans were able to stave off a late rally from the visitors to come out on top.
The Trojans’ day didn’t end there, as
they still had one more game before
finishing their series with IU-Kokomo.
Taylor again batted in three runs in
the first frame thanks to a bases-loaded double from senior utility player
Jared Adkins and added another run,
courtesy of junior outfielder Wyatt
Whitman’s triple in the third inning.
Despite the early lead, IU-Kokomo

Nathan Taggart
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If you could play another
sport, what would it be?

Alex Sanders

W 61–54

Week

Hometown

Finance
Basketball

of the

Year

Fort Wayne, Indiana

W 9–8
L 17–4
W 8–3
W 5–2

Women’s Basketball
3/7 Northwest Christian

destination — we’re trying to go to the
World Series,” Wiese said. “We haven’t
ever as a program. This year, we definitely have as good a chance as any year.”
The Trojans continue their season
today with a 12 p.m. doubleheader
against Viterbo at Winterholter Field.
echo@taylor.edu

L 2–1
W 5–4
W 8–7
W 9–6

Men’s Track & Field
Softball
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Senior pitcher Matt Patton
and the baseball team are on
a three-game winning streak.

Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh

BASEBALL

Men’s Tennis
3/2 Ball State

led Taylor by a score of 5–4 in the fifth
inning. Taylor closed the game with
four doubles, including sophomore
outfielder Christian McGill’s hit to
right center that gave Taylor the advantage and helped the Trojans claim
a 9–6 victory over IU-Kokomo.
“I still don’t think we’ve played our
best baseball; (head coach Kyle Gould)
has been telling us that we still can get
to a higher level, and I agree with that,”
said senior outfielder Tanner Watson.
The team knows despite their success, there is still work to be done. Watson cited consistency as the key. The
pitching, hitting and defense needs to
be at its best every game if the team
wants to live up to its expectations.
These expectations include not just
a trip to the conference playoffs, but
a first-ever NAIA World Series birth.
“We aren’t treating the opening
round of the tournament as the final
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